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business there, particularly for industrial users, are quite low.”  
       
Arizona captures a windfall of relocating firms, Kosmont notes, because 
“the work force is particularly good in the Phoenix-Scottsdale area, 
especially for newer companies that are design oriented or health services 
oriented. My general advice to industrial site selectors in the region is to 
look at your transportation and distribution requirements and then look at 
places like Reno and Henderson and other markets in Arizona. And look at 
places that will be very supportive of your business — places like Tucson 
that also have a great quality of life.”  
       
Kosmont says that “it often comes down to where your customers and 
suppliers are and how your distribution program is structured. And 
remember that while California has high costs and some other constraints, 
it still boasts a very skilled work force, so other states must compete with 
that talent pool as well.”  
       
According to the Conway New Plant Database, Arizona, Nevada and New 
Mexico compete quite well. In the past year, Arizona secured a $70-million 
data center from Cox Communications and a 1.2-million-sq.-ft. (111,480-
sq.-m.) distribution center from Amazon.com in Phoenix. Nevada garnered 
an $11-million lithium  
 
Larry Kosmont, president and CEO, Kosmont Companies 
carbonate plant from Chemetall Foote Corp. in Silver Peak; and New 
Mexico landed a 300-job solar panel plant from Solar Distinction Inc. in 
Albuquerque.  
       
In addition, a new 200,928-sq.-ft. (18,666-sq.-m.) air cargo center opens 
this fall at McCarran International Airport in Las Vegas. Part of the airport’s 
master expansion plan, the facility is being developed by Marnell Properties 
on 19 acres (7.7 hectares) next to the airport’s Terminal 3 project — a 14-
gate facility slated to open in 2012.  
       
John H. Boyd, president of The Boyd Company Inc., a national location 
consulting firm based in Princeton, N.J., says that “with the drop in real 
estate costs in southern Nevada, we see the return of projects in the 
distribution industry, especially in North Las Vegas, which is well served by 
rail and houses a number of large distribution centers.”  
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